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from the beginning a keen lawyer. He was not
content with, practical experience; lie read
hard at the law; but in his case law did not take
form in his mind as a fixed dead thing, but as a
vital function of growth, with possibilities of
perpetual change and reform.
Thus his apprenticeship began to feed and
stimulate his instinctive interest in pub he affairs.
His daily experience led him back at every turn
into larger public interests and speculations,
He had his week evenings free; and so gradually
among the young men of Portmadoc he was led
into that life of debate which has always been
his very life-blood.
In 1880 his uncle, his mother, his brother,
and his sister gave up the little cottage at
Llanystumdwy and moved to " Morvin House "
in Criccieth. Richard Lloyd and Mrs. William
George, their mother, had now saved enough to
enable Uncle Lloyd to give up the bootmaking ;
and his interest was now so much centred round
David that he decided to make a move that
would enable the youth to live at home. The
little house where David was to live for the next
ten years was just beneath the walls of that
shattered Norman castle which crowns a pre-
cipitous cliff on the very edge of the sea. Now
battered and worn by the assaults of man and
the ravages of the ocean, that castle was once
a strong link in that scheme of blockhouse fort-
resses which the Normans built to keep down
North Wales. The ruins typify to-day the valour
of this land of bards, and prove the power of a
little nation over a mighty conqueror. At its